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VOSH PROGRAM DIRECTIVE:  12-429           ISSUED:   15 February 2018 
 
 
Subject    Air Contaminants in Public Sector Shipyard Employment, §1915.1000 

 

Purpose CHANGE III:  This change transmits to field personnel corrections for typographical 
errors in the Air Contaminants Standard in Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, 
which appeared in the Final Rule for the Occupational Exposure to Beryllium (82 FR 
2470) on January 9, 2017. CHANGE II:  This change transmits to field personnel 
corrections for typographical errors in the Air Contaminants Standard in Public 
Sector Shipyard Employment, which appeared in the Final Rule for the Occupational 
Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica (81 FR 16285) on March 25, 2016.  CHANGE I:  

This directive transmits amendments to the Air Contaminants Standard in Public 
Sector Shipyard Employment, which resulted from the adoption of the Final Rule on 
the Occupational Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica, published on March 25, 
2016 (81 FR 16285).   

 
This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or regulatory rule, and is 
intended to provide instructions to VOSH personnel regarding internal operation of the 
Virginia Occupational Safety and Health Program and is solely for the benefit of the 
program.  This document is not subject to the Virginia Register Act or the Administrative 
Process Act; it does not have general application and is not being enforced as having the 
force of law. 

 
Scope   This Directive applies VOSH-wide. NOTE:  Federal OSHA has jurisdiction over the private 

sector maritime industry and VOSH has jurisdiction over the public sector maritime industry. 
 
Reference      CHANGE III: 82 FR 2470 (09 January 2017); CHANGE II:  81 FR 69272 (01 September 2017); 
   CHANGE I:   81 FR 16285 (25 March 2016) 
       
Cancellation  Not Applicable 
 
Effective Date  CHANGE III: 15 May 2017; 
   CHANGE II:  15 January 2018; and 
   CHANGE I:   01 December 2016  
    
 
C. Ray Davenport 
Commissioner 
 

            Virginia Occupational Safety & Health VOSH DOLI 
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Distribution: Commissioner of Labor and Industry    Cooperative Programs Manager 
 Assistant Commissioner-Programs  VOSH Compliance & Cooperative Programs Staffs 
 VOSH Directors and Managers    OSHA Region III & OSHA Norfolk Area Offices 
 VOSH DLS and OIS Staffs 
 

 
 
    
Expiration Date  Not Applicable 
 
Action   Directors and Managers shall ensure that field personnel understand and enforce the 

requirements in this Directive and that they are uniformly administered.  
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I. Background 
 

CHANGE III:  On January 9, 2017, federal OSHA published its new Final Rule for the Occupational 
Exposure to Beryllium (82 FR 2470).  This change also impacted §1915.1000, Air Contaminants for 
Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only. 

  
On February 16, 2017, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted these revisions for Virginia’s Public 
Sector maritime activity only, with an effective date of May 15, 2017. 
 
CHANGE II:  The Final Rule for the Occupational Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica (81 FR 16285), 
published on March 25, 2016, contained a typographical error that this change corrects. 

 
On February 16, 2017, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted the correction for Virginia’s Public 
Sector maritime activity only, with an effective date of May 15, 2017. 
 
CHANGE I:  On March 25, 2016, federal OSHA published its new Final Rule for the Occupational Exposure 
to Respirable Crystalline Silica (81 FR 16285).  This change also impacted §1915.1000, Air Contaminants 
for Public Sector Shipyard Employment. 
 
On September 13, 2016, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted these revisions for Public Sector 
only, with an effective date of December 1, 2016. 

 
II. Summary 

 
CHANGE III:  In §1915.1000, Air Contaminants for Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, the entry 
for “Beryllium and beryllium compounds (as Be)” in Table Z-Shipyards, was revised.  Footnote q was 
added to state that “This standard applies to any operations or sectors for which the beryllium standard, 
§1915.1024, is stayed or otherwise is not in effect.”   
 
CHANGE II:  When federal OSHA published its Final Rule for the Occupational Exposure to Respirable 
Crystalline Silica on March 25, 2016 (81 FR 69272), the final rule contained typographical errors in the 
formulas for the permissible exposure limits (PELs) in the pre-2016 final rule.   
 
For example, in General Industry, §1910.1000, Air Contaminants, Table Z-3, Mineral Dusts; in Shipyards- 
§1915, Air Contaminants, Table Z- Shipyards, Mineral Dusts table; and in Construction - Appendix A of 
§1926.55, Gases, Vapors, Fumes, Dusts, and Mists, Mineral Dusts table, the division symbol was omitted 
from the formulas, and the entries for “Silica: Crystalline Quartz” in the headings of the above-
mentioned tables were revised.  Also, it should be noted that: 
 

 The final rule for Respirable Crystalline Silica retained the pre-2016 PELs for respirable 
crystalline silica in §1915.1000, Table Z, and added a footnote q to clarify that these PELs apply 
to any sectors or operations where the new PEL of 50 µg/m3 is not in effect.  

  

 The pre-2016 PELs apply to operations that are not covered by the new standards, such as the 
processing of sorptive clays.   
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 The pre-2016 PELs are also applicable during the time between publication of the silica rule and 
the dates established for compliance with the rule, as well as in the event of regulatory delay, a 
stay, or partial or full invalidation by the Court. 

 
CHANGE I:  Paragraph (e) of §1910.1000, Air Contaminants, was revised with the publication of the final 
rule for the Occupational Exposure to Respirable Crystalline Silica (81 FR 16285) on March 25, 2016.  This 
change also revised entries for crystalline silica in §1915.1000, Table Z, to cross-reference the new 
Respirable Crystalline Silica Standard, §1910.1053.   Footnotes were added in § 1915.1000 to make it 
clear that preceding PELs apply to any sectors or operations where the new PEL of 50 µg/m3 is not in 
effect.  The preceding PELs for respirable crystalline silica were retained in Table Z of §1915.1000 and 
are also applicable during the time between publication of the silica rule and the dates established for 
compliance with the rule, as well as in the event of regulatory delay, a stay, or partial or full invalidation 
by the Court. 



 

 

CHANGE III 
 

 
Air Contaminants in Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, §1915.1000 

 
 
 As Adopted by the 
 
 Safety and Health Codes Board 
 
 Date:  16 February 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 
 

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
 

 
 Effective Date:  15 May 2017 
 
 

16VAC25-100-1915.1000, Air Contaminants, §1915.1000 
 



 

 

When the regulations, as set forth in federal OSHA’s Amendments to the Air Contaminants Standard in Shipyard 
Employment, Public Sector Only, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry 
and/or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as below: 
 
 
Federal Terms     VOSH Equivalent 
 
29 CFR      VOSH Standard 
 
Assistant Secretary    Commissioner of Labor and Industry 
 
Agency      Department 
 
March 10, 2017     May 15, 2017 
  
 
  



 

 

 



 

 

       CHANGE II 

 

 
Air Contaminants in Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, §1915.1000 

 
As Adopted by the 

 
Safety and Health Codes Board 

 
Date: 16 February 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 
 

VIRGINIA DEPARTENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
 

Effective Date:  15 May 2017 
 
 
 

16VAC25-100-1915.1000, Air Contaminants in Shipyard Employment 



 

 

When the regulations, as set forth in the Amendments to the standard for Air Contaminants in Shipyard 
Employment, Public Sector Only, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry 
and/or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as below: 
 
 
Federal Terms      VOSH Equivalent 
 
29 CFR       VOSH Standard 
 
Assistant Secretary     Commissioner of Labor and Industry 
 
Agency       Department 
 
September 1, 2016     May 15, 2017 
  



 

 
  



 

 

         CHANGE I  

 
Air Contaminants in Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, §1915.1000 

 
As Adopted by the 

 
Safety and Health Codes Board 

 
Date: 13 September 2016 

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRGINIA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM 
 

VIRGINIA DEPARTENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY 
 

Effective Date:  01 December 2016 
                    
 
 

16VAC25-100-1915.1000, Air Contaminants in Shipyard Employment 
  



 

 

When the regulations, as set forth in the Amendments to the standard for Air Contaminants Standard in 
Shipyard Employment, Public Sector Only, are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and 
Industry and/or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as below: 
 
 
Federal Terms      VOSH Equivalent 
 
29 CFR       VOSH Standard 
 
Assistant Secretary     Commissioner of Labor and Industry 
 
Agency       Department 
 
CHANGE I:      CHANGE I: 
June 23, 2016, except as provided for   December 1, 2016, except as provided for 
    in paragraph (I) of §1910.1053           in paragraph (I) of §1910.1053  
   for general industry and maritime; and         for general industry and maritime; and 
   §1926.1153 (k) for construction                         §1926.1153 (k) for construction 
      
 



 

 
 


